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Share God's Love

Monthly Newsletter of the First Presbyterian Church

. IS CHURCH

- MARKETING OKAY?
* All the Gospels have a version of The Great
i %ﬁ Commission commanding Christians to go and share the

good news of Jesus Christ, to recruit new disciples, and
to grow the church. In modern terms, we might call this
marketing for the way of Jesus.

One church growth article suggests every church should allocate 5-10% of their
annual budget for marketing and communication advertising. That is a significant
investment. At a minimum, an online church discussion group proposes a 3-5% rule
for external marketing. Yet, I have never served in a church with anything more
than several hundred to a few thousand dollars for advertising in my 20+ years of
church leadership.

What gives? Why does marketing talk in the church make me and others so
uncomfortable?

Maybe, it is the idea that religion is a private affair not meant for public
consumption. Or perhaps, it is humility. We don’t brag about our good works. After
all, Jesus says don’t be like hypocrites who like to be seen in public doing their good
works. They have already received their reward. Or it could be that church
advertising feels too much like selling snake oil. We don’t want to be like “those”
Christian churches selling eternal fire insurance. So we opt to not tell people the
kind of church we are at all.

And yet, Jesus commands us to share the Good News, to go tell it on the
mountain!

We live in a world where everything and everyone is competing for our attention.
The church and its people have to let people know they exist. Who else will tell
them for us?

I believe in our church ministries. I am proud of the work we do in the name of
Jesus. I love that we have a congregation and church programs where people can
find connection, support, and can experience the love of God encountered in
worship or service.

Easter is around the corner. It is a great opportunity for you to tell people who
we are, what we do, and why we do it. It is a great time to invite someone to come
and see for themselves. It is okay to share the good news any day.

Blessings,
Rev. Trey Hegar

319-986-5851 firstpresbymtp@gmail.com firstpresbyonline.org
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TREASURER’S REPORT FOR FEBRUARY 2026

Feburary 2026 CURRENT MONTH CURRENT MONTH | YEAR TO DATE YEAR TO DATE 2026
ACTUAL BUDGET ACTUAL BUDGET BUDGET
General Pledges $14,045.00 $19,626.00 $48,616.00 $39,253.00 $277,686.00
From Endowment Fund $0.00 $24,941.00 $0.00 $35,882.00 $68,688.00
Other Revenue $2,176.00 $1,129.00 $2,712.00 $2,257.00 $26,600.00
Total Revenue $16,221.00 $45,696.00 $51,328.00 $77,392.00 $372,974.00
EXPENSES
Pastor $9,888.00 $11,455.00 $20,372.00 $22,910.00 $137,168.00
personnel $14,548.00 $14,841.00 $29,140.00 $29,682.00 $137,336.00
Worship and Music $464.00 $433.00 $464.00 $867.00 $4,700.00
Adult Christian Education $0.00 $192.00 $0.00 $382.00 $2,300.00
YouthChristian Education $6.00 $583.00 $1,119.00 $1,168.00 $7,700.00
Stewardship $42.00 $175.00 $42.00 $350.00 $5,100.00
Building and Grounds $3,399.00 $1,600.00 $6,153.00 $3,200.00 $37,350.00
Operations $848.00 $865.00 $1,855.00 $1,730.00 $9,550.00
Technology $0.00 $333.00 $0.00 $666.00 $4,000.00
Mission $425.00 $1,700.00 $1,135.00 $3,400.00 $27,770.00
Special Giving $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
Total Expenses $29,620.00 $32,177.00 $60,280.00 $64,355.00 $372,974.00
CASH INCREASE (DECR) (513,399.00) $13,519.00 (58,952.00) $13,037.00 $0.00

Respectfully submitted, Marvin Bricker, Treasurer

Year to Date: Revenue: $ 51,328.00; Expenses: $ 60,280.00; Cash Increase (Decrease): ($ 8,952.00)

Special thanks to Ginnie Swarm, Mariah Giberson, Marvin Bricker and our financial clerks for all of their

work.

SESSION HIGHLIGHTS

Session of the First Presbyterian Church of Mount
Pleasant, lowa met at its regular time on Monday, March 9
at 6 PM in Peter’s Room. The following action items were
moved, seconded, and passed:

« To approve the proposal with Forest Walk Consulting
LLC and to set aside $ 5,000 ($ 2,500 from Memorial
and $ 2,500 from Endowment) to cover associated
expenses.

« For the youth to undertake fundraising for a summer
mission trip

Session will meet again on Monday, April 13 at 6 PM in
Peter’s Room.

TJHYMN MARCH MADNESS

THANK YOU for participating in this fun event over the
Lenten season. It was truly interesting and engaging to see
which hymns kept making it further in the bracket. Special
thanks to Kelly Allen for coordinating and updating the weekly
bracket.

2026 PERCAPITA
Per Capita for 2026 is $46.63.

PEIA Gh Synod

.$29.87 $11.26.  $5.50

TITHES & OFFERINGS

We ask that you continue to give to
the church, so we can continue to help
and support our community programs
and offer programs and support to
you. You may drop off your checks in
the office, mail your checks @t

to 902 S. Walnut St. or give .g:li-"i‘lrﬁi
- Jl_u-'

online by scanning this : "":"'
QR code. [=]
Rev. Trey Hegar
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APRIL WORSHIP HELPERS
Sunday Morning Building Assistant: Dan Heater

Financial Clerks: Jeff Willham

Greeters: Curt & Ginnie Swarm

Communion Preparer - 4/5: Pat Richenberger

Liturgists: April 5 Lynn Ellsworth
April 12 Jean Carpenter

April 19 Kathy Schimmelpfennig
April 26 Sally Olson

MAUNDY THURSDAY

THURSDAY, APRIL 2 AT 5:30 PM, SANCTUARY

Join us for our Maundy Thursday Service on
Thursday, April 2 at 5:30 PM in the Sanctuary.
We will once again be co-hosting with St.
Michael’s Episcopal Church. All are welcome to
come enjoy this special service followed with
light refreshments.

EASTER SUNRISE SERVICE

SUNDAY, APRIL 5 AT 6:15 AM, PARKING LOT

Join us Easter Sunday morning at 6:15pm in
the East parking lot (behind the kitchen) to
view the sunrise. There will be a brief worship
service followed by a potluck brunch. Please
bring a chair and a food item to share if you
wish.

EASTER SUNDAY SERVICE

SUNDAY, APRIL 5 AT 9:45 AM, SANCTUARY

Join us for Easter Sunday Service with
Communion and Children’s Moment, in-person
and online. Bell Choir Sound Appeal will also
play. All are welcome to come and celebrate this
special day!

OFFICE CLOSED
MONDAY, APRIL 6

The office will be closed Monday, April 6 in
observance of Easter Monday. Regular hours
will resume on Tuesday, April 7.

CAREGIVERS SUPPORT GROUP

TUESDAY, APRIL 7 & 21

1-2:30 PM PETER'S ROOM
The Caregivers Support Group continues to meet.
This is a support group for those caring for a loved
one. It is a time of listening, sharing, laughing, and
encouraging. Dan & Gail Heater, Karilyn Bale, and
Sarah Hegar are the group facilitators.

DYSVANGELICAL BOOK STUDY

TUESDAYS AT 6 PM, PETER'S ROOM & ZOOM

Join us in-person or online for our eight-week
book study on “Being Presbyterian in a
Dysvangelical America: A Guide to Reclaiming the
Good News of God’s Grace,” by Ted V. Foote Jr.
and P. Alex Thornburg. You do not need to read the
book in order to attend. We will use the eight-session
study guide that provides focus Scriptures, questions
for discussion and prayers, as well as a video
commentary/summary from the authors for each
chapter. All are welcome!

BOOK GROUP

THURSDAY, APRIL 9 AT 7 PM

Book Group will meet on Thursday,
April 9 at 7 PM in the Gathering Space.
Our chosen read for April is Art Cullen’s newest
book, Dear Marty, We Crapped In Our Nest: Notes
From the Edge of the World. Written in the form of
letters to a former classmate, Cullen shares his
thoughts on industrial agriculture's impact on Iowa's
environment and communities, exploring themes like
water pollution, corporate farming, climate change,
and the decline of family farms.

We hope you’ll join us for fellowship and lively
discussion. All are welcome! If you would like to be
added to our group email list contact Kelly Allen
kellyduck@gmail.com.
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INCLUSIVE BIBLE STUDY

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 15 AT 10:30 AM

Join us on the third Wednesday of the
month for our joint Bible Study with Hope Haven
in the Fellowship Hall! All are welcome to come and
join in a meaningful time of sharing and joy with
one another.




YOUTH MISSION TRIP BINGO AND TALENT FUNDRAISER

FRIDAY, APRIL 10, 6-8 PM, FELLOWSHIP HALL

Join the youth of our church for a night of fun and fellowship. Entrance will
be $20 for your Bingo cards. Silent auction items will also be available for
s bidding. If you have an item to donate for the silent auction please talk to a
youth or a youth leader. The youth group is going to Des Moines for a
Mission/Service Trip in early June. Your support is truly appreciated!

BUILDING FOR A FUTURE THAT'S NOT OUR OWN

Over the next couple of months you are encouraged to participate in several N
opportunities to collect data and information about the life of our church. This —
information will help our leaders (Elders and Pastors) along with Forest Walk 4
Consulting to develop a path for future ministry. We want to hear from you! This O0—,
month you will receive a congregational survey that you can complete on your own 74 ==
time. You will also be invited to participate in a small group conversation. Stay A—— +

tuned for more information. The future thanks you!

@ IOWAWINS: SHARING OTHER CULTURES

w ) On January 31, the Welcome Home Center hosted an evening of fun and food in an
- TR / Italian setting. Visitors experienced the great culture of Italy, one of the many threads
— in the tapestry that makes up America. Then on March 21, we brought Japan to the

Ti Belle Center. This is our way to demonstrating the richness of our community based
'/’ on all the people who have made this their home.
Our plan is to have a cultural event every other month. We plan to highlight

N w Mexico in May, celebrating Cinco de Mayo a bit late—Saturday, May 16. Stay tuned
e DLV WY for further details!

CONGREGATIONAL VITALITY WORKSHOP

SATURDAY, APRIL 25, 10 AM - 3:30 PM,

HOTEL MILLWRIGHT - WEAVING ROOM, AMANA, IOWA \ (
You are invited to come and participate in the Congregational
Vitality Workshop on Saturday, April 25 from 10 AM to 3:30 PM in the
Hotel Millwright, Weaving Room in Amana, IA. The Presbytery-wide
workshop is sponsored by Plentiful Gifts and will explore what church
vitality can look like today for small and rural congregations, especially
those facing the challenge of dwindling resources. Though the event is
focused on small church vitality, people from all contexts would benefit PLENTIFUL
from the expertise provided by the incredible workshop leaders. Guest
Speakers include Rev. Dr. Allen Stanton, author of two books on rural
ministry, and Rev. Philip Blackburn, Director of Townsquare
Collaborative.
Lunch is $10.00. Check-In, Coffee, and Gathering will be at 9:30 AM.
All are welcome to register. Registration closes on April 10. Questions
can be directed to sarah.f.hegar@gmail.com or bobby@peia.org

<= REGISTRATION
& MORE INFO HERE!




CARD SHOWER APRIL
Joy Johnson’s 90th birthday is April BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES

17th! We’re having a card shower to
celebrate her on this special 3 Kennalamm
occasion. Many of you have known . . .
Joy since the time our family joined First b  Aaiden Ashton, Luis Berrios
Presbyterian in 1968. If you’d like to give her a :
card, you can drop it off in the church office by OR S tesa s
Tuesday, April 14™ (no gifts, please). 7
Thanks for your cards & longtime friendship! 9
Love & blessings from Joy’s kids: Gayle, Tim, &

Callie DePriest, Kathie McWhirter
Kathryn Chabal, Hudson Hegar

Merilee Tim & Karen Conrad’s Anniversary
10 Darin Stater, Jim Willham
PRAYER CONCERNS Tim & Sally Olson's Anniversary
If you have a prayer request you would like
to share with our Pastors, prayer chain, or the S e
congregation, please contact the church office, 16 Tia Scheitlin

Rev. Trey Hegar or Rev. Sarah Hegar, or fill

out an orange prayer card found in the pews 17 Joy Johnson

and offering tables. 19 Bonnie Kremer
If you have a prayer request on the prayer .
chain that has been fulfilled or you would like 20 LouBaccam, April Pforts,
it to be taken off, please notify the office. Dorothy Wehage, Natalie McCormick
Thank you.

Dick & Jan Benedict's Anniversary

PRAYER LIST 21 CalistaLiechty, Kevin Van Dorin

Diane May’s mother, Meralene Lee

« Jack Becker’s brother, Jerry Becker ' &
« Tara Beauchamp’s dad, Doug Cowan EL A CEP I SOOI T
« Leo Clark’s stepdad, Raymond Aynes 22 Mary Liechty, Sally Olson, Luke Ryon
. Karilyn Bale’s granddaughter, Karilyn .
« Erica Redgate’s mother, Audrey Redgate, 23 Claudia Streeter
uncles, Dave Richardt and Gordon
 Rose Mary Wise’s niece, Nancy Hill 24 Jean Lawler, Zach May
gggﬁ/ I\{Kéillsgse(l)tlé, Dee Benge, Sandy Memler, 25 Reece Barton, Patty Madden
« Marilyn Vincent’s friend, Sandy Crandell
« Kerry Murray, Griffin Manfredi A LTSRS
« Carol Chesnutt’s mother, Carolyn Thorsen Adam & Liz McLaughlin’s Anniversary
« Chaiden Miller
« Barb Parker, nephew Chad, step-sister, 30 Erin Stensvaag
Leslye
« Matt Lawler’s brother, Ken
« Liz & Terry Wasson’s niece, Terrill «  MAY ALERT DEADLINE
« Susan Farnsworth’s mother Joyce, brother, ' ’
Jeff Stanley MONDAY, APRIL 20
« Lois Roth’s ,brother, Mark Veldhuizen, All articles, events, announcements, thank you’s,
sister-in-law, Kim Veldhuizen congratulations, calendar items, birthdays and
. g;tt‘[la(l)llilglll Guard Troops - 224" Engineer anniversary dates for the May ALERT are due to the

« Our shut-ins & those in care centers office by Monday, April 20. Thank you.

« Israel & Palestine; Ukraine; Minneapolis &
the United States









