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Share God's Love

Monthly Newsletter of the First Presbyterian Church

THE JOURNEY OF WISDOM BEGINS
AND ENDS WITH NOT KNOWING

A few weeks ago, I read Tod Bolsinger’s book, “How Not to Waste a Crisis.” He
shared a leadership insight from the biblical story found in 2 Chronicles 20:12.
Jehoshaphat, the ancient king of Judah, gets word that an immense army made up of
three enemy foes is massing to rage war against the Kingdom of Judah. The king gathers
the families and community together for an emergency prayer meeting. Outnumbered,
they cry out to God for help. God delivers! But that’s not the lesson of Bolsinger’s focus.

The story of God’s miraculous display of power in giving Judah victory is often and
rightly told to assure the faithful that the biggest battles of life are “not yours but God’s.”
But what is most instructive for us, says Bolsinger, is what Jehoshaphat did before the
battle. The news was so frightening and the future so daunting and what Jehoshaphat
does at that moment is breathtaking for its bold vulnerability. He stands before his people
and admits that he doesn’t know what to do!

It is hard and humbling to admit we don’t have the answers. Whether we are facing a
battle against enemies of the state, or waiting for answers from medical exams, having car
trouble, or a dilemma at work, we do not like not knowing what to do. Even less, do we
like to admit such a truth.

And yet, that is exactly where we are in the church and our communities. We don’t
know what to do about the lack of new volunteers; the general apathy toward joining
organizations, be it social or religious; the growing needs and fewer resources, or the
divides across partisan, class, and race lines that keep us from joining together. We are
indeed facing a crisis. Like Jehoshaphat, it’s good to admit we don’t know what to do.

Bolsinger shares how of his early leadership coaches taught him that when what you
are doing isn’t working, there are two things you cannot do:

1. Do what you have already done.
2. Do nothing.

In other words, Bolsing writes, when we meet those moments of disequilibrium that
arise within us because we are in an unfamiliar, anxiety-producing situation, we have to
resist the temptations to either double down or fold our hands. What is required instead is
to step out into the unknown and try something new, even if we don’t know it will work.

In another Bible story, in Judges 7, another leader admits he doesn’t know what to do.
The Midianite army of thousands surrounded Gideon with only 300 men. Some wanted
to try and build more spears and arrows, the old way of thinking. Others wanted to throw
in the towel. But Gideon admitted he didn’t know what to do and that what they had
done in the past wouldn’t work. He turned to God in prayer. Under God's direction,
Gideon divided his men into three groups, surrounding the Midianite camp at dark, each
with trumpets and many torches hidden inside jars. They lit the torches and blew the
trumpets surrounding the enemy tricking them into thinking that there were many more
than just 300 men. Once Gideon and his men admitted they didn’t know what to do, that
is when they found their creativity and the presence of God with them.

May we be humble enough to admit we don’t have the answers, brave enough to try

something new, and trust that God will deliver. Amen.
Rev. Trey Hegar
319-986-5851

firstpresbymtp@gmail.com firstpresbyonline.org
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TREASURER’S REPORT FOR APRIL 2026

APRIL 2026 CURRENT MONTH CURRENTMONTH| YEARTODATE  YEAR TO DATE 2025
ACTUAL BUDGET ACTUAL BUDGET BUDGET
General Pledges $11,080.00 $17,066.00 $84,845.00 $68,265.00 $277,686.00
From Endowment Fund $0.00 $10,941.00 $34,000.00 $57,763.00 $68,688.00
Other Revenue $1,573.00 $3,689.00 $18,437.00 $14,757.00 $26,600.00
Total Revenue $12,653.00 $31,696.00 $137,282.00 $140,785.00 $372,974.00
EXPENSES
Pastor $11,095.00 $11,455.00 $41,914.00 $45,820.00 $137,168.00
Personnel Expense $14,771.00 $14,841.00 $58,384.00 $59,363.00 $137,336.00
Worship and Music $412.00 $433.00 $1,037.00 $1,733.00 $4,700.00
Adult Christian Education $0.00 $192.00 $0.00 $767.00 $2,300.00
YouthChristian Education ($3,644.00) $583.00 $276.00 $2,333.00 $7,700.00
Stewardship $952.00 $175.00 ($326.00) $700.00 $5,100.00
Building and Grounds $774.00 $1,989.00 $12,559.00 $10,678.00 $37,350.00
Operations $932.00 $865.00 $3,870.00 $3,461.00 $9,550.00
Technology $0.00 $333.00 $0.00 $1,333.00 $4,000.00
Mission $12.00 $1,700.00 $5,175.00 $6,800.00 $27,770.00
Special Giving $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
Total Expenses $25,304.00 $32,566.00 $122,889.00 $132,988.00 $372,974.00
CASH INCREASE (DECR) ($12,651.00) ($870.00) $14,393.00 $7,797.00 $0.00

Respectfully submitted, Marvin Bricker, Treasurer

Year to Date: Revenue: $ 137,282.00; Expenses: $ 122,889.00; Cash Increase (Decrease): $ 14,393.00

Special thanks to Ginnie Swarm, Mariah Giberson, Marvin Bricker and our financial clerks for all of their

work.

SESSION HIGHLIGHTS

Session of the First Presbyterian Church of Mount
Pleasant, lowa met at its regular time on Monday, May 11
at 6 PM in Peter’s Room. The following action items were

2026 PERCAPITA
Per Capita for 2026 is $46.63.

moved, seconded, and passed: PEIA Gh Synod
. to place the newly formed Safety Task Force under the . $29.87 $11.26.  $5.50
Worship Committee.
. to proceed with moving most of the Special Needs fund
to the Endowment in a separate account.
TITHES & OFFERINGS

A donated s-shaped bicycle rack was accepted by
Session and will be installed outside (placement to be
determined).

Kelly Allen, who was elected as the Commissioner for
the Presbytery of East lowa meeting on Saturday, April 18,
gave a report about the meeting. Rev. Sarah Hegar gave a
report on the Church Vitality Workshop that happened on
Saturday, April 25. Session discussion also included Forest
Walk Consulting, committee reports, and upcoming local
events.

Session will meet again on Monday, June 8 at 6 PM in
Peter’s Room.

We ask that you continue to give to
the church, so we can continue to help
and support our community programs
and offer programs and support to
you. You may drop off your checks in
the office, mail your checks @t
to 902 S. Walnut St. or give t-:li-':i.:
online by scanning this 5 "":"'- L
QR code.

Rev. Trey Hegar




JUNE WORSHIP HELPERS
Sunday Morning Building Assistant: Matt Lawler

Financial Clerks: Brian Sinclair
Greeters: Curt & Ginnie Swarm

Communion Preparer - 6/7: Pat Richenberger

Liturgists: June 7 Bonnie Kremer
June 14 Deb Sinclair June 21 Kelly Allen
June 28 Kathy Schimmelpfennig

@ &/ ALLAGES SUMMER
T FELLOWSHIP NIGHTS

i’ SUNDAY, JUNE |4, 6-8PM
’ SUNDAY, JULY 19, 6-8PM
Come to the Gathering Space to spend time
with others. Bring a DIY project, a game, some
yarn, or a snack. This is a super casual chance to
get to know each other and connect during the
summer.

JUNEISPRIDEMONTH 2=, N
We recognize that ALL of God's ~
children are made in the image of
God. As a church, we affirm and celebrate the
value of each individual human and rejoice that
diversity in creation is a gift. We encourage you
to participate in area Pride events to support our
siblings in Christ.

1 -

Friday, June 5: 4-9 PM, Riverside Pride event
Central Park, Fort Madison
Saturday, June 13: 10 AM-4 PM
Pride in the Park,
Crapo Park, Burlington
Saturday, June 20: 12-9 PM lowa City Pride
Downtown Iowa City

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL

o JULY 13-17

incomin Call.. VBS Registration closes on June 19
(¢{0)» )] or when capacity is reached. Register
online or in person. Campers are

o » completed K-5th grade. Counselors are
completed 6th-12th grade. The theme
this year is You Are Called!

CAREGIVERS SUPPORT GROUP

TUESDAY, JUNE 2 & 16

1-2:30 PM PETER'S ROOM
The Caregivers Support Group continues to meet.
This is a support group for those caring for a loved
one. It is a time of listening, sharing, laughing, and
encouraging. Dan & Gail Heater, Karilyn Bale, and
Sarah Hegar are the group facilitators.

BOOK GROUP

THURSDAY, JUNE | | AT7 PM

Book Group will meet on Thursday,
June 11 at 7 PM in the Gathering Space.
Our chosen read for June is The Correspondent by
Virginia Evans. Told through letters to various
recipients, The Correspondent tells the tale of lawyer
Sybil Van Antwerp examines her life and confronts a
painful past, learning to find forgiveness and move
forward.

We hope you’ll join us for fellowship and lively
discussion. All are welcome! If you would like to be
added to our group email list contact Kelly Allen
kellyduck@gmail.com.

-

INCLUSIVE BIBLE STUDY
WEDNESDAY, JUNE 17 AT 10:30 AM

Join us on the third Wednesday of the '
month for our joint Bible Study with Hope Haven
in the Fellowship Hall! All are welcome to come and
join in a meaningful time of sharing and joy with
one another.

PASTOR TREY'S BIBLE STUDY

ON SUMMER BREAK

Pastor Trey’s Bible Study on Wednesday
mornings will be taking a break for the summer.
There will be no regular Bible Study until further
notice.

All are still welcome to attend Inclusive Bible
Study on the third Wednesday of the month with
Hope Haven in the Fellowship Hall.

THANKS FOR SUPPORTING THE

YOUTH MISSION TRIP!

With your help we have raised over $2,000 for
this trip. We will be doing a lot of different service
projects in Des Moines (and having some fun as
well). Stay tuned to hear about the trip on June 4-7!



BUILDING FOR A
FUTURE

DISCERNMENT

THANK YOU for your
participation in the surveys,
small groups, and Sunday
conversations! We sincerely
hope that through your
feedback we can discern a
positive and hopeful future
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Thursday, June .
1PM in the Fellowship Hall

for this congregation and & ) N ~ s |
Community_ Thank you for x\\\‘ Joinug for atime of food. fGHOWShiP' and Iearning. %/’Y;
the extra time and effort you ,?»X - During our time together. we will share in @ devotion and - w“%\ :
put in to help church ' & program as well as enjoy finger foods. You are welcome to . O
leadership and Forest Walk \.‘ brmg SOmething to share. AH women are welcome. c‘-,

Consulting hear from you. . RSVP by signing up on the Gathering Space table. =7 2
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o> JOWAWINS: TAPESTRYFEST IS COMING

SATURDAY, JULY I I™

We want to get this on your calendars. The annual TapestryFest in Central
Park is coming on Saturday, July 11th in the morning. As usual there will be
music, food, and plenty of fun, as we celebrate all of the cultures that have
come to together to make our community wonderful.

ITowaWINs is proud to be part of this festival, and we look forward to

~  highlighting more of our neighbors in the coming months. Watch for the next

" country we highlight in the Fall!

(l.

NEW HYBRID CLASS

FAITH AND POLITICS: LET'S TALK ABOUT IT

TUESDAYS, JUNE 2, 9, & 16 AT 6 PM, PETER'S ROOM &- ZOOM
The old saying goes, “don’t talk about faith and politics in polite company.”
But what happens when the the conversation is no longer polite or Christlike?
Let’s talk about it.
Join Pastor Trey for a new hybrid class, starting Tuesday, June 2 at 6 PM.
Come in-person or participate online as we watch some short videos from

respected scholars, partake in meaningful discussion, and share hopes, concerns, QR Code for
and actionable ideas. All are welcome. The class will take place in Peter’s Room Reaqi :

; : Y : egistration
and on Zoom. There will be an online registration form on our Facebook, in the 9
Weekly Announcements, and on our main website page. &- Zoom Info

== JULY ALERT DEADLINE

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 17
All articles, events, announcements, thank you’s, congratulations, calendar items, birthdays and
anniversary dates for the July ALERT are due to the office by Wednesday, June 17. Thank you.












