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BUILDING FOR A FUTURE
s __ THAT'S NOT OUR OWN
1]

B EEEE You may recall about twelve years ago this church
BEEEEE lcdacapital campaign entitled Building Dreams
EEEEE ./ Bridges. This campaign allowed for major
renovations to create a culture of fellowship and hospitality inside the
church and also raised a significant amount towards community mission.
Now that Pastor Trey and Sarah have been here over ten years and with
significant shifts in the cultural landscape of our country and society, it is
time to start imagining what the future of ministry will look like within these
walls and beyond; a future that some of you may not be here to see. This
next campaign will not be a plea for funds but instead we are seeking an
investment in thought, energy, and imagination for the future.

The Session has met with Forest Walk Consulting from Dubuque. Upon
Session's final approval of their contract proposal, Forest Walk will lead us
in a 3-4 month discernment process. During this time there will be two all
congregation conversations, small group discussions, a congregational wide
survey, discussion with church leadership, concluding with a
recommendation report.

The pastoral leadership, Session, and Personnel are excited about these
conversations and where they may lead. In some ways it is a spring cleaning
of the church. It is time to take stock, reevaluate our needs, and start
planning for a future that is not our own.

SAVE THE DATE: FIRST GATHERING

SUNDAY, MARCH 22, 10:30 AM - | PM

PLEASE make every effort to attend a brief worship
service followed by a conversation with Forest Walk
Consulting which will take 2-3 hours. Don’t worry, it will be
lively and the time will move fast. Also, lunch will be
included. This all congregational gathering is vital to the
beginning of this process and we want to hear as many voices
as possible. Childcare will be provided as well as a movie in
the youth room during this time. All are encouraged to come
and participate.

319-986-5851 firstpresbyonline.org

firstpresbymtp@gmail.com
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HYBRID ZOOM AND IN-PERSON

BEING
CLASS AND CONVERSATION PRESBYTERIAN

Save the date(s), starting Tuesday, March 17 at 6 PM, we will offer an N
eight-week class based on the book, “Being Presbyterian in a | DYSVANGELICAL

Dysvangelical America: A Guide to Reclaiming the Good News of God’s | AMERICA

Grace,” by Ted V. Foote Jr. and P. Alex Thornburg. You may attend in R e ts

person or online through a Zoom link. the Bood News of God's Brace
The authors explain the term “Dysvangelical” names a theology that is

distorted, dysfunctional and dystopian, twisting the good news of God’s :

grace into a message of fear, partisanship and exclusion. R A
The Presbyterian News Service offers this summary, In "Being Ll |\h- L

Presbyterian in a Dysvangelical America," Ted V. Foote Jr. and P.
Alex Thornburg speak directly to Presbyterians who are disillusioned and confused by how
Christianity is being misused in American culture.

It is impossible to ignore the many loud voices who claim to speak for God with absolute
certainty and divisive rhetoric that has become the playbook for Christian nationalism.

So often, our beliefs as faithful Christians do not line up with the shouted chants and
disturbing actions taken by those claiming to represent a “true" vision of Christianity.

To help counter this overwhelming narrative, Foote and Thornburg provide an accessible,
faithful alternative rooted in the core Presbyterian convictions of grace, community, humility,
and ongoing reform from our reformed and always reforming tradition.

With clarity, compassion, and a touch of humor, "Being Presbyterian in a Dysvangelical
America" equips Christians to name what feels wrong, rediscover what is right, and live into a
gospel that is still good news for all.

We will use the eight-session study guide that provides focus Scriptures, questions for
discussion and prayers, as well as a video commentary/summary from the authors for each
chapter. You do not have read the book to participate. I hope you will join us in learning how to
reclaim the Good News of God’s Grace.

Blessings,

Gv- Trey 7"‘%

“BEING PRESBYTERIAN IN A DYSVANGELICAL AMERICA”
CLASS WEEKLY SCHEDULE
TUESDAYS AT 6 PM, IN-PERSON & ZOOM, STARTING TUESDAY, MARCH 17

Week 1. Introduction: Grace Is Our Word and Ch. 1 The Bible Is Authoritative, Not Literal

Week 2. Faith and Salvation Are Gifts, Not Transactions

Week 3. Discipleship Is a Lifelong Conversion, Not a Rulebook

Week 4. Shaped for Community, Not for Individuality

Week 5. The Future Is Hopeful, Not Something to Fear

Week 6. God’s Truth Is Evolving, Not Stagnant

Week 7. Presbyterians Are Reformed, and Always Reforming

Week 8. Democracy (Not Authoritarianism) Is the Presbyterian Way and Conclusion:
Grace Is Our Resistance



TREASURER'S REPORT FOR JANUARY 2026

Janurary 2026 CURRENT MONTH CURRENT MONTH | YEAR TO DATE YEAR TO DATE 2026
ACTUAL BUDGET ACTUAL BUDGET BUDGET
General Pledges $34,421.00 $17,066.00 $34,421.00 $17,066.00 $204,796.00
Feom Endowment Fund $0.00 $10,941.00 $0.00 $10,941.00 $131,290.00
Other Revenue $686.00 $3,689.00 $686.00 $3,689.00 $75,869.00
Total Revenue $35,107.00 $31,696.00 $35,107.00 $31,696.00 $411,955.00
EXPENSES
Pastor $10,484.00 $11,455.00 $10,484.00 $11,455.00 $137,460.00
personnel $14,593.00 $14,841.00 $14,593.00 $14,841.00 $178,815.00
Worship and Music $0.00 $433.00 $0.00 $433.00 $6,700.00
Adult Christian Education $0.00 $192.00 $0.00 $192.00 $2,300.00
YouthChristian Education $1,112.00 $583.00 $1,112.00 $583.00 $10,000.00
Stewardship $0.00 $175.00 $0.00 $175.00 $5,200.00
Building and Grounds $2,754.00 $1,600.00 $2,754.00 $1,600.00 $36,700.00
Operations $1,007.00 $865.00 $1,007.00 $865.00 $10,380.00
Technology $0.00 $333.00 $0.00 $333.00 $4,000.00
Mission $710.00 $1,700.00 $710.00 $1,700.00 $20,400.00
Special Giving $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
Total Expenses $30,660.00 $32,177.00 $30,660.00 $32,177.00 $411,955.00
CASH_INCREASE (DECR) $4,447.00 ($481.00) $4,447.00 (5481.00) $0.00

Respectfully submitted, Marvin Bricker, Treasurer

Year to Date: Revenue: $ 35,107.00 ; Expenses: $ 30,660.00 Cash Increase (Decrease): $ 4,447.00

Special thanks to Ginnie Swarm, Mariah Giberson, Marvin Bricker and our financial clerks for all of their

work.

SESSION HIGHLIGHTS

Session of the First Presbyterian Church of Mount Pleasant,
Iowa met for the first time of the year on Monday, February 9 at 6
PM in Peter’s Room. The following action item was moved,
seconded, and passed:

« To elect Ed Kropa as the Stated Clerk

« To approve the Old Threshers Parking Lot arrangement,
which is the same as last year.

« To list the Church with GuideStar/Candid in order for
IowaWINS to apply for a Vileek Foundation Grant.

« To approve Continuing Education for Trey, March 9-11.

« For Sarah to preach on the Sunday before or after depending
on airline schedules, and for Sarah to Moderate the March 9
Session Meeting.

It was also noted that last November, a donation of $ 1,000.00
was designated to the church as “to be used where most needed.”
Session moved, seconded and passed to report “food insecurity”
and use the donation for/explain the small food pantry in the

entryway.

Session will meet again on Monday, March 9 at 6 PM in Peter’s
Room.

2026 PERCAPITA
Per Capita for 2026 is $46.63.

PEIA GA
.$29.87

Synod!|
$11.26.  $5.50

TITHES & OFFERINGS

We ask that you continue to
give to the church, so we can
continue to help and support
our community programs
and offer programs and
support to you. You may
drop off your checks in the
office, mail your checks to
902 S. Walnut St. or give
online by scanning
this QR code.

Rev. Trey Hegar



MARCH WORSHIP HELPERS
Sunday Morning Building Assistant:
Jeff Epperson

Financial Clerks: Mark Kauffman

Greeters: Curt & Ginnie Swarm

Communion Preparer - 3/1: Pat Richenberger

Liturgists: March 1 Tammy Shull
March 8 Mike Vincent March 15 Dan Heater
March 22 Jeff Davis March 29 Dan Heater

”ﬂ MARCH HYMN MADNESS “~ ip

COMPETITION BEGINS MARCH |

During the month of March you are invited
to participate in some march madness. But it's
not what you think! You will be competing for
your favorite hymn to win a bracket style
competition. We will begin with a field of 28
hymns. Each week, you will voted either online
(via the Weekly Announcements and Facebook)
or fill out the forms in the office. Competition
begins on March 1! The winning hymn will be
sung on Easter Sunday on April 5.

SYNOD SCHOOL

INFORMATIONAL MEETING

SUNDAY, MARCH 15 FOLLOWING WORSHIP

Interested in learning more about what Synod
School is about? Plan to attend this presentation
with Q&A included. Sarah has been attending
synod school for 8§+ years and is serving her
fourth year on the planning committee. This is a
week-long conference at the end of July for ALL
ages. Come to learn more!

EASTER LILIES N

¥
DEADLINE IS MONDAY, MARCH 30 \
If you would like to share an Easter lily /
or spring bulb flower in memory or in honor
of a loved one, please fill out the form below |
and notify the church office by Monday, |
March 30. A list of in memory/in honor will be
included in the Easter Service bulletins. Plants
can be brought into the church anytime during
the Lent season.

In honor/in memory of:

Given by:

CAREGIVERS SUPPORT GROUP

TUESDAY, MARCH 3 & 17

1-2:30 PM PETER'S ROOM
We continue to meet on the first and third
Tuesdays of the month. In March, we will gather on
February 3 and 17 from 1 to 2:30 PM. This group is
for all people caring for an adult loved one. Join us!

PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN

SPRING SERVICE PROJECT {

THURSDAY, MARCH 5 AT 9:15 AM

You are invited to join the Presbyterian Women
for their spring service project. We will be
volunteering at the Fellowship Cup and Quarter Store
on Thursday, March 5. Meet at the Fellowship Cup
at 9:15 AM. We will follow with lunch at a downtown
restaurant (TBD). All are welcome to come and
volunteer. There is a sign-up sheet on the Gathering
Space table.

BOOK GROUP

THURSDAY, MARCH 12 AT 7 PM
o Book Group will meet on Thursday,
\' March 12 at 7 PM in the Gathering
Space. Our chosen read for March is A/l The Beauty
in the World: The Metropolitan Museum of Art and
Me by Patrick Bringley. After his brother's
devastating cancer diagnosis, Bringley left his job at
The New Yorker magazine to become a
Metropolitan Museum guard. In this moving
memoir, Bringley shares how he found solace and
community during his decade guarding the Met's
priceless artworks.

We hope you’ll join us for fellowship and lively
discussion. All are welcome! If you would like to be
added to our group email list contact Kelly Allen
kellyduck@gmail.com.

INCLUSIVE BIBLE STUDY

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 18 AT 10:30 AM

Join us on the third Wednesday of the ,
month for our joint Bible Study with Hope Haven
in the Fellowship Hall! All are welcome to come and
join in a meaningful time of sharing and joy with
one another.

UPCOMING LENT SERVICES

SUNDAY, MARCH 29: PALM SUNDAY

THURSDAY, APRIL 2: MAUNDY THURSDAY

SUNDAY, APRIL 5: EASTER SUNDAY &
SUNRISE SERVICE

%
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PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN SPRING

RUMMAGE & BAKE SALE

FRIDAY, MARCH 27, 12-6 PM
SATURDAY, MARCH 28,8 AM - | PM
FELLOWSHIP HALL
S2-A-BAG SALE, SATURDAY, | | AM - | PM
Set up will start on Thursday, March 26™ at 8 AM until 4
PM. Set up will also be on Friday March 27" from 8§ AM

until time of sale at 12 PM. There will be a volunteer sign-up
sheet for the setup, sale, and bake sale on the table in the

pRESBYTERIAN WOMEN

FRIDAY, MARCH 27 11: 12 PM - 6 PM Gathering Space.
SATURDAY, MARCH 28 12: 8 AM - 1PM All baked goods need to be packaged with the list of
ALL ITEMS ARE 50 CENTS recipe ingredients and brought to the Fellowship Hall on
UNLESS MARKED Frihday, March 27" from 8 AM —4 PM or Saturday, March
28" no later than 10 AM.
§2 A Bog Sale Z,'gg?\f‘vfﬁ:fffgt"‘" iR Donations for the rummage sale will be accepted starting
Saturday  south Doors Sunday, March 22", Please place donations
1AM -1PM gﬁoFglsb?&EN AT12PM on the stage in the Fellowship Hall. Please no fall clothes,

clothes with missing buttons or broken zippers, large
furniture pieces, or TV’s.

GUEST SPEAKER BEN GREENE
SUNDAY, MARCH 29 AT 1:30 PM, THE BELLE CENTER
Hosted by PFLAG, guest speaker Ben Greene will be speaking at the Belle
Center on Sunday, March 29 at 1:30 PM (107 W Broad St, Mt Pleasant). Ben
Greene is the author of My Child is Trans, Now What? Ben will offer practical

guidance and hopeful, joy-centered approach for communities building
understanding, connection, and support for trans youth. All are welcome to attend.

UNIQUE & UNITED CONFERENCE

SATURDAY, MARCH 28, INDIAN HILLS COMMUNITY COLLEGE
This conference brings people together to celebrate individuality while building meaningful connections
across communities. Visit indianhills/edu to learn more.

SPECIAL OFFERING: ONE GREAT HOUR OF SHARING

Around the world, millions of people lack access to sustainable food sources, clean
water, sanitation, education, and opportunity. The work done in support of the causes
supported by One Great Hour of Sharing (OGHS) — disaster, hunger, poverty, climate
change, and immigration/migration and refugees —serves individuals and communities in
need. This work provides people with safety, sustenance, and hope.

Received during the season of Lent (Feb. 18—April 5), each gift to OGHS helps to improve the lives of
people in these challenging situations. The Offering provides us a way to share God’s love with our
neighbors in need. In fact, OGHS is the single, largest way Presbyterians come together every year to work
for a better world.

If you would like to donate to OGHS, there are special envelopes in the pews and in the Gathering
Space. If you are mailing in your donation, please be sure to note OGHS in the memo. Thank you for
promoting and supporting One Great Hour of Sharing, an Offering that responds directly to the call to do
justice in Micah 6:8.


















