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WELIVE IN A

w&}? MAY I HAVE YOUR
ATTENTION, PLEASE?!

Have you heard the one that goes, “We grew up so
poor, we couldn’t afford to pay attention.” Today billions
are spent annually to compete for your limited attention.
The average person now switches between screens, apps,
and platforms dozens of times per hour. The sustained
attention that made a thirty-second TV spot or a full-
page magazine ad valuable simply does not exist in the
same way anymore. Churches are chasing smaller and
smaller fragments of an increasingly distracted audience.
*  We live in an attention driven economy.

This isn’t new, however. In Romans and Colossians, the Apostle Paul cautions
against the many, many things we give attention to like big parties, popularity, lots
of nice things, controversies, and gossip, etc. Paul calls these distractions. We have
the same distractions today. We find them while scrolling the internet with social
media.

I liked a simple phrase I read about as a remedy to this age old problem of
attention: “Use intention to manage your attention.” Paul writes for us to “take
every thought captive to obey Christ (2 Corinthians 10:5). He also says to set our
hearts minds on the good things we are called to do in the name of Christ instead
of being pulled to and from by every whim around us. Proverbs 4 offers similar
wisdom. “Keep your heart focused on the Lord’s wisdom. It will be a path for your
feet from which you will not be easily distracted.”

We can win the battle for our attention by setting our intentions. May God help
us in doing so. Amen.

Rev. Trey Hegar

VBS REGISTRATION NOW OPEN!

VBS is July 13-17, 2026! Vacation Bible School is for children completed
Kindergarten through completed 5th grade. Completed 6th-12th graders are
invited to serve as counselors. The theme this year is YOU ARE CALLED! We
will explore call stories throughout the bible and how each of us are also called to
serve God.

IMPORTANT DATES TO REMEMBER:
« Wednesday, April 29 - Registration Opens

« Friday, June 19 - Registration closes at 5 PM unless the capacity has already
been met

« Tuesday, July 7 - 6 PM Teacher Orientation

« Sunday, July 12 - 6 PM Counselor Orientation (with pizza!)
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TREASURER'S REPORT FOR MARCH 2026

MARCH 2026 CURRENT MONTH CURRENT MONTH | YEAR TO DATE YEAR TO DATE 2026
ACTUAL BUDGET ACTUAL BUDGET BUDGET
General Pledges $35,070.00 $17,066.00 $73,765.00 $51,199.00 $277,686.00
From Endowment Fund $34,000.00 $10,941.00 $34,000.00 $46,822.00 $68,688.00
Other Revenue $4,231.00 $3,689.00 $16,864.00 $11,068.00 $26,600.00
Total Revenue $73,301.00 $31,696.00 $124,629.00 $109,089.00 $372,974.00
EXPENSES
Pastor $10,448.00 $11,455.00 $30,820.00 $34,365.00 $137,168.00
Personnel Expense $14,472.00 $14,841.00 $43,611.00 $44,523.00 $137,336.00
Worship and Music $161.00 $433.00 $625.00 $1,300.00 $4,700.00
Adult Christian Education $0.00 $192.00 $0.00 $575.00 $2,300.00
YouthChristian Education $2,802.00 $583.00 $3,921.00 $1,750.00 $7,700.00
Stawardship ($1,320.00) $175.00 ($1,278.00) $525.00 $5,100.00
Building and Grounds $5,631.00 $5,489.00 $11,785.00 $8,689.00 $37,350.00
Operations $1,082.00 $865.00 $2,937.00 $2,595.00 $9,550.00
Technology $0.00 $333.00 $0.00 $1,000.00 $4,000.00
Mission $4,029.00 $1,700.00 $5,164.00 $5,100.00 $27,770.00
Special Giving $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
Total Expenses $37,305.00 $36,066.00 $97,585.00 $100,422.00 $372,974.00
CASH INCREASE (DECR) $35,996.00 ($4,370.00) $27,044.00 $8,667.00 $0.00

Respectfully submitted, Marvin Bricker, Treasurer

Year to Date: Revenue: $ 124,629.00; Expenses: $ 97,585.00; Cash Increase (Decrease): $ 27,044.00

Special thanks to Ginnie Swarm, Mariah Giberson, Marvin Bricker and our financial clerks for all of their

work.

SESSION HIGHLIGHTS

Session of the First Presbyterian Church of Mount

Pleasant, lowa met at its regular time on Monday, April 13

r
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2026 PERCAPITA
Per Capita for 2026 is $46.63.

at 6 PM in Peter’s Room. The following action items were
moved, seconded, and passed:

« To elect Kelly Allen as Commissioner to the Presbytery
meeting on April 18.

« For Pastor Trey to be on vacation April 23 to April 28.

- For Rev. Sarah Hegar to preach on April 26.

« To approve the Swan fund to be transferred to the
Endowment and not be held separately.

« To promote an upcoming 4-H International Exchange
under their Summer Inbound Program.

It was noted that the Endowment 2025 tithe of
$14,000.00 was received in March, along with an
Endowment transfer of $ 20,000.00 to keep the church’s
balance in a good place.

Session will meet again on Monday, May 11 at 6 PM in
Peter’s Room.

Gh Synod!
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TITHES G- OFFERINGS

We ask that you continue to give to
the church, so we can continue to help
and support our community programs
and offer programs and support to
you. You may drop off your checks in
the office, mail your checks @t
to 902 S. Walnut St. or give t-:li-':i.:
online by scanning this 5 "":"'- L
QR code.

\ Rev. Trey Hegar y




Y VOLUNTEER RECOGNITION!

@ sunpay, MAY 3

It truly takes a village to care and nurture our
young people in the faith. During worship, Sarah
would like to thank and recognize all of the adults
who have given of their time and energy and love
to the Re:Creation Wednesday after-school
program and Press On Youth Program. Please join
us to say thanks!

PENTECOST SUNDAY ?5}

SUNDAY, MAY 24
Sunday, May 24 is Pentecost! Wear RED and
we will celebrate the birthday of the church. We
will also be celebrating our graduating Seniors.

YOUTHMISSIONTRIP /> -

FUNDRAISERS -

First of all, THANK YOU for donating and/or
participating in our Bingo and Talent Night! We
raised $1,500 for our summer mission trip. We are
continuing to raise funds with the envelope
fundraiser. You will find a board in the gathering
space with small envelopes marked $1 through
$100. Select an envelope, fill it, and return to the
office or put in the offering plate. This fundraiser
will run through May. THANK YOU!

MARIAH OUT OF OFFICE

MAY 22 - JUNE |

Our Office Manager, Mariah, will be out of
office from Friday, May 22 to Monday, June 1 for
an international trip. During this time, there may
be limited office hours and office coverage by
volunteers. If you would like to help cover the
office during this time or have questions, please
contact the office. Thank you.

CAREGIVERS SUPPORT GROUP

TUESDAY, MAY 5 & 19

1-2:30 PM PETER'S ROOM
The Caregivers Support Group continues to meet.
This is a support group for those caring for a loved
one. It is a time of listening, sharing, laughing, and
encouraging. Dan & Gail Heater, Karilyn Bale, and
Sarah Hegar are the group facilitators.

YOUTH GROUP RETREAT

Please be in prayer for our youth and leaders as
they have an overnight retreat at Camp Bear Creek
May 8 & 9. They will spend time outdoors, in bible
study, helping to prepare camp for summer
programming, and even going on the zip line. Thank
you for your support of our young people!

BOOK GROUP

THURSDAY, MAY 14 AT 7 PM

Book Group will meet on Thursday,
May 14 at 7 PM in the Gathering Space.
Our chosen read for May is Solito: A Memoir by
Javier Zamora. In this highly acclaimed book,
Zamora details his harrowing, 3,000-mile solo
journey from El Salvador to the U.S. at age nine to
reunite with his parents.

We hope you’ll join us for fellowship and lively
discussion. All are welcome! If you would like to be
added to our group email list contact Kelly Allen
kellyduck@gmail.com.
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INCLUSIVE BIBLE STUDY

WEDNESDAY, MAY 20 AT 10:30 AM

Join us on the third Wednesday of the
month for our joint Bible Study with Hope Haven
in the Fellowship Hall! All are welcome to come and
join in a meaningful time of sharing and joy with
one another.

) PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN

v THURSDAY, MAY 7 AT 1:30 PM

resbyterlan Women will meet on Thursday, May
7 at 1:30 PM in the Gathering Space. Karilyn Bale
will host, Pat Richenberger will cover the devotions,
and Barb Parker will cover the lesson. All women are
welcome to attend.




+ BUILDING FOR A FUTURE NOT OUR OWN
SMALL GROUPS & SURVEYS

Over the next month, you are encouraged to participate in several opportunities
to collect data and information about the life of our church. This information will
help our leaders (Elders and Pastors) along with Forest Walk Consulting to develop a
path for future ministry. We want to hear from you!

There are congregational surveys on the back table in the Sanctuary and sent out
in the Weekly Announcements. Please take some time to fill them out.

You are also invited to join a small group for Forest Walk Consulting to gather
@ more information about our hopes and dreams for the future. How this works:

1. Sign up to join one small group conversation (link in the Weekly Announcements
or on the Gathering Space table)

2. An email will be sent to you as a reminder which will include where to meet and
what time.

3. Participate in an up to 90 minute small group led by an elder facilitator and
sponsored by a host (might include a meal or dessert).

4. Pat yourself on the back for helping us move forward in Christ!

PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN SPRING RUMMAGE &- BAKE SALE THANK YOU

With everyone’s’ help, the March 27, 2026 and March 28, 2026 Rummage and Bake Sale was a
huge success!!

Thank you to Press On for setting up the tables and clothes racks in the Fellowship Hall on
Wednesday night so we could start putting out the rummage sale items first thing Thursday morning.
Special thanks to everyone who helped Thursday, Friday, and Saturday. Thursday and Friday
morning we hung clothes on the racks and put items on the tables. Thank you to everyone who
brought baked items to sell at the bake sale. The sale started Friday at noon and was also on Saturday
from 8:00 AM to 1:00 PM. Saturday from 11:00 AM to 1:00 PM there was a $2.00 bag sale. Thanks
to everyone who helped Saturday afternoon boxing items up and taking the clothes racks to the
garage and putting the tables away. The remaining items were donated to the Quarter Maybe More
Store and to Goodwill.

The results of the Bake Sale and Rummage Sale are:

Bake Sale $ 311.80
Rummage Sale $ 1,580.75
Total $1,892.35

The proceeds from the Rummage and Bake Sale go toward mission projects such as All God’s
Creatures, Camp Bear Creek (formerly Camp Wyoming) and Cedar River Haven (a residence to help
women in recovery from a substance abuse disorder), lowaWINs, Fellowship Cup, Mt. Pleasant
Child Care Center, and Prayer Quilt Ministry.

Mark your calendars for our fall Rummage and Bake sale on October 9, 2026 to October 10, 2026.

Thank you again for all your help and support. I really appreciate it!!!!

Pat Richenberger, Chair

IOWAWINS: CINCO DE MAYO FEST

TUESDAY, MAY 5, 5-7 PM, WELCOME HOME CENTER
Join us for Cinco De Mayo and come celebrate community, culture, and fun
at the Welcome Home Center (107 W Broad St) on Tuesday, May 5 from 5-7
PM. All are welcome to come participate in family-friendly activities and enjoy
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authentic Mexican treats. There will also be a traditional fashion contest, a > =
silent auction, and a BIG pinata smash for the kids! , @ . & I/O
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For more information, contact welcomehomecenter217@gmail.com or call
319-217-8841.













